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NEW MOVIE 
FOR 
JAMAICAN BEAUTY 


Tessa Prendergast, 
21-year-old Jamai- 
can-born actress, now 
living in London, 
landed the role of a 
native girl, Kakofel, 
in the new movie His 
Majesty O’Keefewhich 
stars Burt Lancaster. 
The’-film is being 
made in Fiji where 
Tessa was flown from 
be) ole looue-bbueley am 
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NATIONAL REPORT 


Powell Changes Mind, Backs Stevenson 

Harlem’s Congressman Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., 
changed his mind about the national Democratic 
glate and “wholeheartedly” pledged his support to 
presidential nominee Gov. Adlai Stevenson. 

Powell, who had earlier urged Negroes to boycott 
the polls in November because of his dissatisfaction 
over the Democratic platform, announced his switch 
after meeting with Stevenson in New York. His an- 
houncement came after Stevenson in a speech to the 
Liberal Party convention backed a strong fair em- 
ployment law and curbs on Dixie filibusters in Con- 
gress. 

Planning to “collar’’ Stevenson with demands for 
civil rights support, Powell was taken aback by the 
Illinois governor’s pro-FEPC speech. He admitted 
to the press that he had prepared an outline of de- 
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STEVENSON MEETS WITH 5 TOP 


Democratic presidential nominee Adlai Stevenson met 
with five of the top names in Negro life in separate con- 
ferences during his New York campaign trip. Aside from 
his parley with Harlem Congressman Adam Clayton 
Powell, he also saw: 

@ United Nations mediator Ralph Bunche, with whom he 
had lunch. They talked about foreign policy, colonialism 
and civil rights. Bunche said the talk was non-political 
since he is an UN official and party politics are out with 
him. Bunche called the governor “one of the best-in- 
formed men on the United Nations in the country, a first 
rate man in every respect.” 

@ Phelps-Stokes Fund director Channing Tobias, who 
told the governor the Federal government must do some- 
thing about discrimination as the Soviets kept spotlight- 
ing it at every turn. Tobias, an alternate U. S. delegate 
at the last UN session, said he had not yet made up his 
mind on whom to support for President, but said he was 
“very much impressed” with the governor’s stand on civil 
rights. 


@ Urban League secretary Lester Granger, who in- 
formed Stevenson that the Federal government has been 
in many cases a poor example of fair employment prac- 


mands to present to Stevenson. But after the governor’s 
address he tore up his agenda and instead just congratu- 
lated Stevenson, Powell said. “I will work wholeheartedly 
to see that the Negro people vote a Democratic ticket in 
November. All doubts have been removed from my mind 
as to what interpretation might have been placed on the 
Democratic platform. It is a platform that promises full 
civil rights for Negroes in America.” 

“We are now ready to back him to the limit,” announced 
Powell. 

With Powell at the Stevenson meeting were Harlem 
Democratic leaders Ray Jones and Herbert Bruce. 
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NEGRO LEADERS IN SINGLE DAY 





Ralph Bunche Channing Tobias Lester Granger 


tices. He also said that the government has failed to see 
that Negroes get good housing in new defense areas. 

e NAACP administrator Roy Wilkins, who accompanied 
Granger to the Stevenson meeting along with Ted Brown 
of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters and Rev. 
James H. Robinson. 

The governor held the meeting to learn opinions of top 
Negro leaders so that he can be better informed in future 


speeches | on civil rights. 
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Stevenson for FEP, Ike Still Opposed 

Opposing presidential nominees Gov. Adlai Stevenson 
and Dwight D. Eisenhower took directly-contrasting posi- 
tions on Federal fair employment laws in speeches and 
interviews. The Illinois governor flatly came out for con- 
gressional measures to curb job bias if and when states 
do not act. He endorsed a bill introduced by Sens. Hubert 
Humphrey of Minnesota and Herbert Lehman of New 
York, which provides for Federal intervention to enforce 
FEPC if states fail to take steps to enforce fair job stand- 
ards. 

Stevenson also blasted Dixie filibuster practices and 
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Eisenhower meets NAACP’s Roy Wilkins and Ted Spaulding 
pledged to work to wipe out the talkathons in Congress 
by Southern solons opposing FEPC legislation. 

Eisenhower under heavy pressure from advisors to 
change his opposition to compulsory FEPC steadfastly 
stuck to his stand and expressed his views in a 70-minute 
conference with NAACP coordinator Roy Wilkins. After 
the parley Wilkins said he was “not satisfied” with the 
general’s FEPC views, but expressed approval of the GOP 
nominee’s opposition to poll taxes, lynchings, filibusters 
and Washington racial segregation. 

Urban League secretary Lester Granger also met with 
the general, who told them he expects to devote a major 
speech during the campaign to the civil rights issue 


Legionnaires Table Anti-Bias Move 

Efforts of Negro posts of the American Legion to erase 
discrimination from the organization failed as its national 
convention closed in New York. A resolution to remove 
a gentleman’s agreement against Negro membership in 
the 40 and 8, the Legion’s fun-making body, was due to 
come before the convention’s closing session. Instead, the 
resolution was referred to the executive committee for 
further study and action. The resolution originated with 
Chicago’s Dorie Miller Post No. 915. 
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Bunche To Head Political Scientists 

Dr. Ralph J. Bunche was chosen president-elect of the 
American Political Science Association at its 48th annual 
meeting in Buffalo. He will become president at the next 
convention in August, 1953. In his speech to the associa- 
tion, Bunche said that the implications of Russia’s new 
five-year plan will begin to be shown at the next sessions 
of the United Nations. “These decisions will be of urgent 
importance to the Western world,” he declared. Changes 
are possible, he said, in the Russian position on the Ko- 
rean war, atomic weapon control and disarmament. 


Negroes Strong Factor In Rankin Defeat 

Rep. John Rankin, Mississippi’s white supremacy ad- 
vocate, was roundly defeated in his fight to return to 
Congress. Ironically, the chief factor in his defeat by 
Rep. Thomas Abernethy in the state’s all-important Dem- 
ocratic primary, were the Negroes, who were target of 
Rankin’s bitter attacks during 32 years in Congress. When 
tne 1950 census revealed that Mississippi’s population was 
greatly reduced by mass migrations of Negroes to the 
North, the state legislature was forced to merge Rankin’s 
district with that of junior Congressman Abernethy. Ran- 
kin and Abernethy were forced to seek the same seat. 





ike Versus Lodge On FEPC Issue 

After Gov. Adlai Stevenson came out for a federal 
FEPC, a top Eisenhower campaign manager, Massa- 
chusetts Sen. Henry Cabot Lodge, called a New York 
press conference to tell reporters that Republicans 
would break a southern filibuster and pass a com- 
pulsory FEPC if Eisenhower is elected. 

The senator was then asked by a Negro reporter 
what good that would do if it would be vetoed by 
the White House since Eisenhower has said he was 
opposed to compulsory FEPC. 

Lodge limply replied that the general might 
change his mind. 















































HIGHLIGHTS OF STEVENSON’S: 


& On PFilibusters: “Every man has the right to be heard, 
but no man has the right to strangle democracy with a 
single set of vocal chords. . . . I believe firmly in the 
principle stated in our platform—the principle that ma- 
jority rule shall prevail, after reasonable debate. . .. As 
President I could and I would use whatever influence I 
may have to encourage Congress to shake off its ancient 
shackles.” 


& On Civil Rights: “The phrase civil rights means a 
number of concrete things to me. It means the right to 
be treated equally before the law. It means the right to 
equal opportunity for education, for employment, for 
decent living conditions. .. . The history of freedom in 
our country has been the history of knocking down the 
barriers to equal rights. . . . The record of our progress 
is a proud one, but it’s far from over. .. . We cannot 
rest until we honor in fact as well as word the plain 
language of the Declaration of Independence. This is our 
goal. It requires far more than action by government. 
Laws are never as effective as habits. The fight for equal 
rights must go on every day in our souls and our con- 
sciences. . . . I think the time has come to talk sensibly 
about how we can make more rapid progress in this field 
rather than how we can make more votes. 


& On Negro Progress: “At the moment, as on so many 
occasions during World War II, Negro Americans are 
fighting and working side by side with their white coun- 
trymen in many parts of the world. I venture to say 
that there are few men of either race who are not affected 
by that experience. And one could point to many other 
examples of the remarkable progress of the past decade, 
and I mean in the South as well as in the North. The 
Federal government has a direct responsibility to main- 
tain this progress by helping to secure equal rights for 
all our people.” 
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SPEECH ON CIVIL RIGHTS 


& On His Record: “7 have twice proposed to my legis- 
lature a law setting up in our state an enforceable fair 
employment practices commission. I am proud to say 
that the Democrats in our legislature voted almost solidly 
for the bill. But I must report that the bill was lost in 
Springfield, Ill., because of virtually solid opposition from 
the party which claims its descent from Abraham Lin- 
coln.” 


© On FEPC: «tT have been very favorably impressed by 
the bill recently reported by the Sen- 
ate Labor Committee. By the way only 
three members opposed it, one of 
whom was Senator Richard Nixon. It 
encourages, creates a Federal commis- 
sion, encourages the Federal commis- 
sion to stay out of any state with an 
effective state commission; and by the 
same token it encourages the state to 
act, because, if they do not, the na- 
tional government has the power to do 
so. Enforcement would be by order of 
a court, not an administrative body. ‘ , 
... We must continue to press forward Gov. Stevenson 
along such lines until we have eradi- 

cated the curse of discrimination in this nation.” 


& On The South: «Things are taking place in the South 
that would have seemed impossible only a few years ago. 


| In the last two years alone ten state universities have 


admitted Negro students for the first time to their grad- 
uate and professional schools. And that’s only one of 
many examples that could be cited of the wonders that 
are working in the South. .. . Just as it is chastening to 
realize our failures and our shortcomings in the North, 
so it is both just and hopeful to recognize and admit the 
great progress in the South.” 























Cicero Riot Landlady Acquitted 

Camille DeRose, former owner of the riot-wrecked 
apartment building in Cicero, Ill., was acquitted of a gun- 
carrying charge in Chicago criminal court. The acquittal 
followed a jury ruling that the 46-year-old woman was 
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PURPLE CADILLAC BRINGS 
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When mer- 
chant seaman 
William Greg- 
orie had finally 
saved enough 
money to buy 
his custom- 
painted dream 
car for cash, he 
thought that 
people along 
Lenox Avenue 
in Harlem would 
pause to admire 
his 1952 Cadillac 
convertible and 
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praise its differ- ¥ \\ 

ent color: pur- i Lt Fe om Jj 
ple. The car had William Gregorie (center) and Jewish 
cost $5,000 plus friends. 


$1,000 extra for the paint. 

Instead of admiring the car, Lenox Avenue laughed at 
it and also at Gregorie. Worse, policemen frequently 
stopped the car, made Gregorie get out while they 
searched it and interrogated him. Worse still, Gregorie 
says, Patrolmen Thomas Duffy and Arnold Smith ordered 
Gregorie and his friend, Nelson Brown, 22, out of the 
car once when it was parked. They prowled through the 
car, found nothing but said, “We'll find something on 
you.” Then the police took the two men to a back room 
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insane when she brought a pistol to a hearing in criminal 
court last June 13 and threatened to kill Judge Wilbert F. 
Crowley. She was committed to a state hospital for the 
mentally ill, but was declared sane a few weeks later and 


released. 
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HIM NOTHING BUT TROUBLE 


in the 123d Street police station and turned out the 
lights, Gregorie says. In the darkness, Gregorie says, 
the two men were beaten and then charged with dis- 
orderly conduct. 

Gregorie, a Korean vet, says the $6,000 came from his 
savings, and that he had long dreamed of the car. But 
in two weeks since he has had it, trouble has dogged him. 
In desperation he wrote a letter to a New York news- 
paper complaining about the way people sneered and 
taunted him. Four days later he was beaten. “The 
police said I wrote the letter to complain about them and 
that we were trying to be smart,” Gregorie reported. 

There is only one other man in Harlem who owns a 
purple Cadillac: Sugar Ray Robinson. But Gregorie says 
he was not copying after Robinson: “I wanted it purple 
because purple is the landmark of my fathers.” Gregorie, 
a U. S.-born Negro, is a Jewish convert. 
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Gregorie’s purple Cadillac. 
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Elks Elect Robert Johnson Grand Exalted Ruler 
NegroElks [= srcbecncasiaelieiste Benin 
elected Philadel- 
phia’s Robert H. 
(Bob) Johnson 
Grand Exalted 
Ruler at their 
53rd Grand 








Lodge conven- 
tion in Atlantic 
City. Delegates 
representing a 
half - million 
members of the 
antlered herd 
swept him into 
office by accla- 
mation at heat- 
ed floor sessions 
and forced his 
opponent, Her- 
bert Jones of 
Washington, D. 
C., to concede 
defeat. Johnson, Jones congratulates Johnson. 
58, is a veteran Republican Party power in Philadelphia 
and clerk of the city’s traffic court. He has ruled Elkdo 
by succession since the death of J. Finley Wilson last 
February. In other activities, Elks frolicked at spectacular; 
parades, gave prizes to bathing beauties and scholarships; 
to deserving students. 


Postman Passes Bar Exam In Mississippi 

After 25 years of delivering mail in Jackson and study- 
ing law in his spare time, postman Carsie A. Hall, 44, took 
and passed the Mississippi bar examination. He was one 
of two Negroes to qualify this year. Hall says he has no 
immediate plans to start practicing, will continue to carry 





mail. If he works for the post office five years longer, hel 


will be eligible for retirement benefits. 
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FORECAST 


Dinah To Gospels. Dinah Washington, erstwhile 
queen of the juke boxes, will give up popular music to 
return to the gospel field this fall. 


Jack Johnson Films. The long-suppressed films of 
the Jack Johnson-James J. Jeffries championship 
fight will soon be shown in the nation’s movie houses. 


African Biography. A biography of Kwame Nkru- 
mah, first Negro prime minister of Africa, will be 
written by an English-trained African journalist. 


South Africa And UN. Liberia, Haiti and Ethiopia 
will hesitate in supporting India when that country 
protests to the United Nations against South Afri- 
can treatment of Negroes and Indians. 


New Television Act. A one-time topflight comedy 
dance team will be reunited soon when comedian 
Timmie Rogers and emcee Freddy Gordon form a 
new act for television dates. 


Narcotic Law. A new federal narcotics law aimed at 
dope-using musicians will require a federal permit 
card for them to play dates in public places. 


Pearl Bailey Turns Poet. Singer Pearl Bailey will 
have a book of poems published this year under the 
pen name of Pearlie Mae. 


Lovis A Hotel Manager. Joe Louis will be offered 
the management of Chicago’s Wedgewood Towers 
Hotel. 

, 








South Africa Court Bars Million Voters 

As arrests in anti-Jim Crow demonstrations soared to 
3,198, South Africa’s “packed” high court of parliament 
overruled the supreme court and upheld removal of voting 
rights for 1,000,000 colored persons. Set up by Premier 
Daniel F. Malan after his white supremacy law was 
declared unconstitutional, the court disenfranchised the 
Indian and mixed Negro population. 

Passive resistance to Jim Crow laws was stepped up 
and hundreds more were arrested for deliberate violation 
of “Europeans only” signs. In one case a magistrate’s 
court found a native, George Lusu, not guilty of sitting 
in a “white only” railroad waiting room because “unfair 
discrimination” had been shown. 

Twenty top leaders of the movement were put on trial 
for encouraging “communism” although they have re- 
nounced politics. Outside the courtroom more than 2,000 
demonstrated and delayed start of the case 15 minutes 
until one of the defendants, African National Congress 
head James Moroka, went outside to urge his followers 
to quiet down. 

Prime Minister Malan in a blast at world criticism of 
his racial policies claimed that treatment of Negroes in 
the South in the U. S. is far worse than that of non-whites 
in South Africa. At a Transvaal Nationalist Party meet- 
ing, he warned Britain that its empire would find its 
“grave” in Africa unless it ceased to support racial equality. 


Aged African Threatens Suicide In UN Note 

An aged former African chief in Ruanda-Urundi 
threatened to kill himself if the United Nations does not 
help him save his lands and possessions from being stolen. 
The African, 90-year-old Bigirneza (whose name means 
“the man who does well in everything”), said his Belgian 
rulers took 20 cows, a banana grove, a rifle and a watch 
from him without compensation. He wrote: “If you can 
do nothing for me, say so and I will commit suicide. . .” 
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French Kill 2 Natives, Wound 50 In Togoland 
Two British West African natives were killed and 50 





were seriously injured by French border patrols when they 
tried to cross into French Togoland to present indepen- 
dence petitions to a United Nations mission. The men 
were part of 5,000 natives from the British West Africa 
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colony who stormed the 
border to lend their sup- 
~~i port to French Togoland 
j natives in their bid for 
freedom. In New York, Dr. 
Ralph Bunche, head of the 
UN’s trusteeship division, 
said the mission would be 
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camenoows} instructed to make an in- 


Atlantic,Ocean 


quiry into the border vio- 
lence. 














British Official Tells Court Of African Stoning 


A British official told in a Lo- 
batsi, Bechuanaland, court how 
he fled from a crowd of African 
natives, who were angrily pelting 
him with stones because the 
British banished their chief. Dis- 
trict Commissioner B. G. Batho 
was heard in the trial of 36 
Bamangwato tribesmen charged 
with “public violence” in show- 
ing their resentment of the per- 
manent banishment of _ their 
chief, Seretse Khama, because he 
married a white woman. Com- 
missioner Batho was charged 


with the duty of telling the Bamangwato why Seretse 
was not coming back. He -was forced to grab a native 
shield and run to safety after most of his policemen 
were injured in the ensuing hail of rocks. 






















Seretse Khama 
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® Tubman Meets Franco In Spain: Liberian President 
William V. S. Tubman, on an Official visit to Spain, paused 
in San Sebastian to watch a game of pelots—the country’s 
tennis-like national sport—with Spanish dictator Franco. 


17 Die In Jamaica Bus-Train Crash 

At least 17 persons were killed when a railroad car filled 
with labor union excursionists hit a truck at a crossing 40 
miles from Kingston, Jamaica. 


Acquit Soldier In Korean Murder Case 

A Fourth Army general court martial in San Antonio 
acquitted Pvt. Theodore Johnson, a 20-year-old Phila- 
delphian, of premeditated murder charges growing out of 
the shooting of a Korean woman tea house operator at 
Su Wol on Koje Island. Johnson testified that a fellow 
sentry, Cpl. Ronald Klingensmith, a Leechburg, Pa., steel 
worker, fired first and that his gun was discharged acci- 
dentally. The woman had accused Johnson of robbery, 
attempted assaults, and knife threats. 
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Chinese Protest South African Liquor Laws 

South Africa’s prohibition law—which forbids the use 
of alcoholic beverages by colored persons—was relaxed 
for one night so that Nationalist Chinese Consul Shao 
Ting could take a drink at a benefit ball. For years the 
law prohibiting colored persons from using intoxicants 
has been on South African statute books, but recently 
“colored” was extended to include Chinese. Later Consul 
Shao was invited to a Johannesburg benefit ball where 
liquor was to be served. Shao turned down the invitation, 
called the law an insult. The law was then relaxed for 
one night and Shao attended the benefit. The organiza- 
tion which benefited was Alcoholics Anonymous, which 
in South Africa is all white, too. 


Walking Fish Found In Jamaica 

One of the rarest denizens of the sea—walking fish— 
were seen on beaches at Jamaica. Crowds raced to the 
beach when word spread that “fish are walking,” and 
many thought it was a trick. Scientists said it was true. 
They really were walking fish, of a kind often found in 
the Indian Ocean, but rarely in the Atlantic. 





African Chieftain Takes Slap At U. S. Movies 

An African chieftain told a U. S. Senator that 
America has missed the boat on its propaganda films. 
Sen. Alexander Wiley of Wisconsin, inspecting Amer- 
ican propaganda overseas, met the chieftain in 
Rome. The chieftain, who rules 50,000 Nigerians, 
told him that the U. S. government films boasted too 
much about America’s high living standards. He ex- 
plained that in African countries Communist or- 
ganizers tell the natives that America’s alleged easy 
living is wrung from the profits of “imperialism” 
rather than free enterprise. Therefore, the films 
showing American skyscrapers and luxury cars sim- 
ply boomerang. 



























MR. & MRS. 


‘Porgy’ Marries ‘Bess’ In New York City 

A love affair 
that began dur- 
ing stage em- 
braces became a 
real-life wedding 
when William 
Warfield and 
Leontyne Price, 
stars of the Ne- 
gro folk opera, 
Porgy and Bess 
were married in 
New York by the 
Rev. Adam Clay- 
ton Powell at wrgee °S 
the Abyssinian William Warfield and Leontyne Price 
Baptist Church. Assisting in the service was the Rev. 
Robert E. Warfield of Rochester, N. Y., father of the bride- 
groom. The couple went to New York from Washington 
where the Heyward-Gershwin opera played its last en- 
gagements before being flown to Vienna to open its Eu- 
ropean tour on Sept. 5. The couple met during rehearsals 
for the show. 





German War Bride Calls Hubby Mean, Asks Divorce 

Accusing Clifford Washington, 42, of being a mean, 
quarrelsome, heavy drinker who stayed out all night, his 
28-year-old German war bride, Wilhelmine, filed suit for 
divorce in Cleveland. She said her husband openly asso- 
ciated with another woman. She is asking for alimony, 
says Washington has $1,700 in a loan association, a truck, 
a Buick auto and owns real estate in addition to earning 
about $120 a week and $300 monthly from his property 
holdings. They were married Oct. 18, 1948, while Wash- 
ington was stationed at Kempten, Germany, with U. S. 
occupation troops. 
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Architect Paul Williams’ Daughter Weds 

The marriage of Norma Lucille Williams, attractive 
daughter of architect Paul Williams, to law student Frank 
Harvey was witnessed by more than 1,000 people, who 
crowded into Los Angeles’ Westminster Presbyterian 
Church and overflowed into adjacent streets. The for- 
mally-attired bridal party entered the church through a 
bower of palm trees, marched to an altar illuminated with 
prismatic colors thrown from invisible spotlights. The 
Rev. H. B. Hawes read the rites. In the midst of an elab- 
orate reception at the Williams’ residence, the couple left 
by plane for a 10-day honeymoon in Acapulco, Mexico. 
The groom is enrolled at the University of Southern Cali- 
fornia, where the bride, an art consultant, was educated. 


Accuse GI Of Burning Home Of Intended Bride 

A New Orleans soldier who came home from Germany 
to get married is accused of burning down his sweet- 
heart’s home after hearing she had been “running 
around.” Charged with arson is Calvin Baberiel, who is 
being held at the Camp Leroy Johnson hospital. Two 
youths told police they heard Baberiel planning to burn 
the house. 
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NEXT WEEK IN JET 


LADIES WITH CADILLACS. 

Still startling to many whites is the sight of an 
attractive Negro woman piloting a shiny, new Cadil- 
lac down a busy street. JET tells why Negro women 
prefer Cadillacs, how they acquire them and the 
trouble which ownership sometimes gets them into 
in a humorous but true fish (tail) story. 

STRIPPER TO SINGER. 

A girl can go only so far with a G-string, bumping 
and grinding in burlesque. Madeline Jackson had 
just about reached that low ceiling of show business 
when her break came. She quickly traded the G- 
string for a ballerina gown. “Stripper to Singer,” in 
next week’s JET is a unique story of show business. 
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Nearly everybody who lived in the Rhode Island Avenue 
luxury apartment building in Washington, D. C., knew 
that the sweet-faced, girlish-looking little teacher in 
apartment 2-H had a brute for a husband. They knew it 
because they could hear the regular Saturday night fights. 

Other days the husband seemed to be a fairly tractable, 
house-broken man. He helped with the dishes and the 
marketing; he did not philander. He drank, but not too 
much. His one bad habit was that regularly he slapped 
his wife each and every Saturday night. 

After that the fairly-quiet argument would end in her 
equally-quiet sobs, lights would dim out and all would be 
serene and dignified until the next week. On Sundays 
they even went to Shiloh Baptist Church together. 
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HUSBANDS 
BEAT THEIR WIVES 


Most people felt sorry for the wife. But what they did 
not know was that she deliberately goaded her husband 
into slapping her by doing what she knew would make 
him hit her. She put her little face close to his and 
hissed insults at him. He would take just so much, then 
—wham—he would slap her. 

She was what psychiatrists call a masochist—a person 
whose perverse emotions twist pain into pleasure and as 
in this case their sex life is stimulated by the pain. 

Women like the little school teacher are the causes of 
many, but certainly not all, wife beatings. 

There are as many different reasons for wife beating 
as there are human situations, but all the reasons have 
one thing in common—they are bad. Wife beating can 
reveal hostility to the man’s own mother, homosexuality, 
fear of impotence or any of these things singly or in com- 
binations. 

A man may say he beat his wife because she forgot to 
get his shoes from the repair shop, a reason given by a 
Chicago South Side man who shot his wife in the head. 
His real reasons were much deeper. Actually, he sus- 
pected her of infidelity and this worried him because he 
was losing confidence in his own ability to satisfy her. 

Police records show that man-wife battles are among 
the most difficult problems that blot police records. A 
wife who on Saturday night wants “that worthless hus- 
band,” put into a jail, on Sunday wants him at the din- 
ner table and has forgotten the neighbor-awakening 
screams of the night before. 


















Wife Beating Is Infantile 





Better-educated, more-refined couples may squabble as 
much or more than their less advantaged brothers and 
sisters, but upper class squabbles often involve more men- 
tal cruelty. If they do burst into actual physical combat, 
the couple will try to keep their voices down. They do not 
want the neighbors to hear. Lower bracket people do not 
care what the neighbors feel or hear because they will not 
lose caste over a Saturday night scuffle. 


In all instances wife beating is infantile and shows a 
poorly-developed personality that has to resort to blows 
in solving a family situation. 

Some men beat their wives to let off steam after a day’s 
work. At work a man may feel that he is deprived of 
proper advancement because of prejudice, or white co- 
workers may jibe and taunt him. The husband may store 
up all of his aggressions and hostilities until he comes 
home. Then, he pounds his wife and gets release in that 
way. Such a man may also take a drink or some other 
violent form of release from tension. 


Often a man beats his wife because he suspects her of 
infidelity. In many instances he does not really suspect 
her, but wants to beat her because he is a sadist and de- 
rives pleasure from inflicting pain. This happened to a 
famed Negro band leader who accused and beat his wife 
with regularity until his psychoanalyst explained his mo- 
tivations. Now, he sublimates and has taken up boxing. 

Sometimes a man may say he beat his wife because she 
scorched the dinner. In reality he beat her because he 
resents being married and did not want to come home for 
dinner anyhow. 

In many instances wife beating is a flimsy coverup of a 
much deeper-seated, more-perverse sexuality. Many wife 
beaters are latent homosexuals who have a hankering for 
other men. Angered because their wives can correctly 
play the female role in a love situation, they beat her. In 
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few such instances does the man realize his-perverse ten- 


dencies and may even boast about how he “beat the old 
lady because no one can say insulting things to me and 


get away with it.” 


Other men beat their wives when the wife pricks the 





Police are often called to settle domes- 
tic squabbles that end in violence. 


masculine ego by 
being smarter, or 
better dressed, or 
more emotionally 
secure than the 
man. Such a man 
probably developed 
inferiority feelings 
as a child and in 
some instances he 
is not really beat- 
ing his wife at all. 
He is beating the 
image of his mo- 
ther whom he fear- 
ed as a child. 
Despite this gal- 
axy of unpleasant 
reasons many fam- 
ily service agencies 
say that in one 
form or another 
wife beating goes 
on in the nicest 
homes. With up- 
per level people it 
may be a quick 
slap or a_ shove; 
with lower level 
people it is often 
an all-out thrash- 
ing. But high or 
low it still exists. 
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Truman, Stevenson Ask For End To Union Bias 
President Truman, in a pre-Labor Day message, called 
again for an end to U. S. race discrimination. Urging 
that “our growing population” be given increased eco- 
nomic opportunities, the President said: “We must end 
discrimination which has cast shadows on some parts of 
our great record of freedom.” 
Democratic presidential nominee Adlai Stevenson in his 
Labor Day speech in Detroit assailed the “few unions 
excluding from union membership some who want 
to work, denying them a vote, denying their seniority 
rights—because of the color of their skins.” He then 
noted: “I know it is the view and the practice of the vast 
majority of American unions and union members to re- 
ject any idea of second class citizenship based on race.” 


Pioneer Woman Doctor Visits Son In Lebanon 

Dr. Shelby Robinson, veteran ~~ 
of 40 years of medical practice 
and first Negro woman physician 
in Los Angeles, flew to Lebanon 
to visit her son, James, super- 
visor of the American University 
Hospital in Beirut. In her more 
than 40 years of medical practice 
Dr. Robinson has delivered over 
6,000 Los Angeles babies, Negro / 
and white. Dr. Shelby Robinson 
Nurse Shortage Lowers Hospital Race Bars 

A sharp increase in employment opportunities for 
Negro nurses in Chicago’s white hospitals was noted in 
a survey of 22 institutions. Mainly because of a critical 
shortage of white nurses almost every Chicago hospital 
announced they would hire Negroes. Nine hospitals which 
said they were willing to hire Negro nurses either have 
none or have very few employed, the survey showed. 


24 





















| 
| 
















[WEEKLY ALMANAC 


“ .. ., DUEL OF THE WEEK. When words failed to set- 

=—=— = tle an argument about which could go faster, 
cars or trucks, two friends in Memphis, Tenn., stood 15 
paces apart and fired away at each other with shotguns. 
One dueler, Clarence Bentley, was treated for flesh 
wounds, the other, Wesley Green, for minor facial in- 
juries. Explained Bentley: “We’d agreed for years that 
cars go faster. Then Clarence changed his mind and said 
trucks did. That’s what started it.” 


As ho te DUPE OF THE WEEK. When a man gave Edward 

~~ gones, 27-year-old Chicago cab driver, $3 and 
told him to deliver a note and a suitcase to the Security 
National Bank, Jones did as he was told. Soon after he 
handed the note to teller Joseph Bonzell, however, an 
alarm was sounded and police arrived to arrest Jones. 
Reason: the note demanded $40,000 from the bank, 
threatening that unless the money was forthcoming, the 
bank would be blown up by a radio-controlled bomb in 
the suitcase Jones carried. After testing the bomb, which 
proved to be a dud of metal and wires, and questioning 
Jones, police decided he had been duped, released him. 


BURGLAR ALARM OF THE WEEK. After the 
office of Allen AME Church in Jamaica, N. Y., 
had been burglarized 10 times, the Rev. W. M. Dawkins 
and a parish carpenter rigged up an alarm system and 
captured a thief. By tapping into a regular buzzer system 
between the church organ loft and the parish house, the 
amateur electricians rigged the gadget so it would ring 
whenever anyone entered the church. Last week the im- 
provised alarm rang, police were promptly summoned. 
They captured Herbert Quintana, a 19-year-old male 
nurse, who had broken open three doors to enter the 
church office. 


iy ter ty 


25 





S44 AUTO RIDE 
~ or tie 
WEEK. Willie George 
Smith, 17, got into 
an argument with 
Robert Bass on Chi- 
cago’s State Street 
and was fatally 
stabbed. Bass put the 
wounded youth into 
his automobile, telling 
bystanders he was 
taking Smith to the 
hospital. Instead, Bass 
dumped the body in 
an alley where it was 
found by the police. 
Bass fled but was sub- 
Sequently caught by 
the police. He is be- : ie ' 
ing held for murder. Body of Willie George Smith. 
CAB FARE OF THE WEEK. Leroy Crane, 34, a 
New York taxicab driver, let an apparently in- 
toxicated American Legionnaire get into his cab on the 
East Side, rode him to the wrong address where the meter 
registered 55 cents. The passenger gave Crane a $10 bill 
but got no change. Reminded that the “drunk” had not 
reached his destination, Crane drove to 52nd St. without 
turning back the meter, which had rung up 85 cents. Again 
the Negro cabbie took a $10 bill, failed to give change. 
The man wanted to ride to 42nd St. and Sixth Ave., where 
the meter registered $1.75. At this point the “drunk” 
identified himself as Patrolman Anthony Flynn, out to 
trap taxicab drivers cheating convention visitors. Crane 
told Flynn that he knew he was a “cop all the time and 
I was just using psychology to find out how you fellows 
work.” Said Flynn: “You know now, brother.” Magistrate 
Paul Balsam held the driver in $500 bail for Special Ses- 
sions court on a petty larceny charge. 
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Baptist Chicago Convention To Attract 10,000 

Some 10,000 visitors and delegates will converge on 
Chicago Sept. 10 for the 72nd National Baptist Conven- 
tion. They will represent 4,500,000 Baptists spread out 
across the U. S., and many foreign countries. Leading 
their five-day session at 178th Regiment Armory will be 
Dr. D. V. Jemison of Selma, Ala. As a convention high- 
light Detroit’s Olivet Baptist Church will receive the 1952 
S. N. Vass award for outstanding achievement in Chris- 
tian education. 


White Kentucky Church Holds Negro Funeral 

Because Negro radio announcer Hal Zacharias Cox, 68, 
had too many friends to crowd into the Colored Methodist 
Church at Hodgenville, Ky., his funeral service was held 
in the lily white First Baptist Church. _Cox was a steward 
at the Methodist church, emceed a radio show over sta- 
tion WIEL in Elizabethtown, Ky. 


Congregationalists Name First Negro Moderator 

John D. Steele of West Newbury, Mass., became the first 
Negro ever elected moderator of a Congregational Chris- 
tian Association in Massachusetts. Steele was moderator 
of the 123rd annual meeting of the Essex North Associa- 
tion of Congregational Christian Churches. 






| Maternity Shop For Negroes Opens In Memphis 
A maternity shop which will serve Negroes only was 
opened on Memphis’ famed Beale Street and named the 
} Handy Maternity Shop in honor of bluesman W. C. 
| Handy. Part of a national chain of Stork Shops, the 
ultra-modern store will carry clothing, cosmetics and 
jewelry. At its opening, favors were given to all expect- 
ant mothers present and one was awarded a complete 
wardrobe. 
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L_ CRIME i 
| Do 
Killer Of Wife, Sons On FBI’s ‘Most Wanted’ List | ™@¢! 
James Eddie Diggs, 39, who shot and killed his wife | 'P¢ 
and two sons and later tried to murder a policeman, went | ody 
on the FBI’s list of “10 most wanted” criminals now at| a. 
large. After the May 29, 1949, slaying of his wife, Ruth, | foun 
his sons, James, Jr., 6, and Alfonso, 4, in Norfolk, Va., 
Diggs disappeared. Five days later, Hamlett, N. C., police- Flor 
man Rex Howell stopped a car containing three men for Ar 
questioning. Two promptly identified themselves, but the, trial 
third—said to have been Diggs—drew a pistol and shot} has 
Howell in the mouth. The trio raced away, leaving the} retw: 
policeman badly wounded. Howell, who recovered, iden-| have 





tified the gunman as Diggs. Lula 
Hick 
Capture 5 Bank Bandits Who Took $5,400 O’Br 


tala officers rounded up and jailed five bandits| cour 
who took $5,400 from the Silver Creek State bank in a 
daring, daylight holdup. Last to be apprehended was| , 
Willie Lewis Lee, a 16-year-old Chicagoan, who detailed 
the entire robbery. He confessed that it had been planned Si 
in Chicago and that some of the gang had obtained job di 
leaves to make the trip South. Meanwhile, Lee and two pi 
others admitted that they killed two men during a tavern Si 
robbery in Chicago, where authorities said apprehension fi 
of the gang probably would solve 100 such crimes. Those | S 
implicated by Lee were Sylvester Goodman and his| tc 





brother, Nora. Sylvester Goodman was critically wounded ci 
in a running gun fight in which he shot the seat off the N 
pants of Mississippi patrolman Paul Griffith. > S 

|>9 R 
Detroit Man Stabs Two With Pencil g 


A Detroit man stabbed two youths with a engnndll a 
pencil because he thought they were going to “pick a S} 
fight” with him. William Marshall, 50, surrendered him-| § ¢} 


self to police and turned over his blood-stained pencil | N 
after he inflicted minor wounds on Clifford Payne, 27, and| $ 4 





Dean McKinney, 24. j C 
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Donald Tyler, a 22-year-old Howard University phar- 
macy student, was given a 10 to 30 year sentence for the 


| rape and murder of Janet E. King last February. The 
| body of Miss King, who was a Howard coed and the 


daughter of former Ambassador King of Liberia, was 


' found in a ditch in northeast Washington. 


Florida Man Faces Corpse-Less Murder Charge 

An Indian River, Fla., man, Lenore Hicks, 31, will stand 
trial for the murder of his wife even though her body 
has not been found. Arrested in Detroit, Hicks was 
returned to Indian River, where officials claim that they 
have enough evidence to convict him of killing his wife, 
Lula Mae, although they could not find the body where 
Hicks said he buried it. Detroit prosecutor Gerald K. 
O’Brien stated that only twice in modern history have 
courts convicted murderers without a corpse. 


Yesterday In Negro History 
2 September 7, 1859—John Merrick, founder and presi- 
dent of the North Carolina Mutual Insurance Com- 
pany, was born in Sampson County, N. C. 
September 7, 1948—Oliver Hill was sworn in as the 
first Negro city councilman of Richmond, Va. 
September 9, 1915—Carter G. Woodson, noted his- 
torian, founded the Asso- 
ciation for the Study of 
Negro Life. 
2 September 10, 1847—John 
§ Roy Lynch, Republican con- 
3 gressman from Mississippi 
and youngest keynote 
speaker and temporary 
’ chairman of a Republican 
National Convention until 
1940, was born near Vidalia, 
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Concordia Parish, La. John Merrick 
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Worps or tHe Weex 


Jackie Robinson, Brooklyn Dodgers’ second baseman, to a 
group of Pittsburgh youngsters: “When I was a kid like 
you, no young boy even thought of smoking or talking | 
back to his parents. Today you see things like that all | 
the time.” 








Rev. Henry M. Marbly, pastor of Detroit’s Berea Methodist 
Church, condemning segregation within the Methodist | 
denomination: “Many of our most intelligent and best 
educated Negroes think Christianity is a white man’s re- 
ligion. The church has got to stop and consider these 
facts or close her doors and go out of business.” 


Casey Stengel, New York Yankees manager, about Satchel 
Paige: “The best pitcher who doesn’t throw hard that I’ve 
seen. He cheats sure; most of the pitchers do. Thing is 
he cheats much more than the others and gets away with 
=” 

Albert F. Watters, personnel director for RCA, a company 
which has hired 16 Negro graduate engineers: “The com- 
panies that are recruiting engineering talent in Negro 
colleges as well as in other top colleges are doing it be- 
cause it is good business.” 


Rev. Thomas S. Bowdern, prominent Jesuit priest of St. 
Louis, Mo., criticizing Catholics who participated in the 
Cicero, Ill., riots of 1951: “We’re ashamed of the actions | 
of some Catholics. They’re a discredit to their religion.” | 


Gov. Robert Kennon of Louisiana, discussing FEPC as it | 
relates to the presidential campaigns: “FEPC has put | 
a strike on Stevenson and a ball on Eisenhower.” 








Rev. Vincent Peter Miceli, S.J., of New Orleans: “Essentially| "| 
we are all equal. Accidentally, we are different in color, of 
size and origin. Mankind has taken those accidental dif-| at 
ferences bestowed on us by God—and turned them into | “eh 
excuses for prejudice.” 
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». THE WEEK'S 
\ _») BEST PHOTOS 


Graphic House 


0) Lena Dances In Scotland: Delighted by the gay abandon 
of highland dancing, Lena Horne links hands with guests 
at Scottish Ceilidh party in Glasgow to do the boisterous 
“eightsome reel.” Scottish actress invited Lena, husband, 
Lennie Hayton, and daughter, Gail, to party. 
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- ~~ Washington Star 


W Daring $20,000 Haul: Nabbed by Washington, D. C., po- 
lice, solemn-faced Charles Louis Johnson displays the 
56 diamond rings—valued at $20,000—he snatched from 
a downtown jewelry store in daring daylight robbery. He 
asked a clerk to show him the rings and disappeared 
with them when the clerk turned his back. 
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INP 
i Teammates For A Day: Heavyweight champion Jersey 
Joe Walcott and challenger Rocky Marciano, who meet in a 
title bout September 23, were “teammates” for a day ata 
charity ball game in New York. Hard hitters in the ring, 
neither one homered with a bat. 
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White Tennessee School Rejects 38 Negro Pupils 

A busload of 38 Negro pupils, with no school located 
near their homes, were refused admission to an all-white 
high school in Jackson; Tenn. Said principal M. G. An- 
derson: “Under the law we are unable to accept the™ in 
white schools.” Twelve parents accompanying the chil- 
dren explained that the nearest school for Negroes was 
located miles away in the southern part of Madison 
County. An official said plans were being rushed to build 
a high school for Negroes, but prospects for continuing 
their education this term appeared bleak. 





Palmer Institute Gets New President 

Palmer Memorial Institute in Sedalia, N. C., will install 
Miss Wilhelmena Crosson as president in October. The 
educator is a protege of Dr. Charlotte Hawkins Brown, 
founder-president of the school, who will remain as an 
advisor and teacher. 


A First Negro 
Graduate: Barbara 
Alexander became 
the first Negro full- 
time student to 
graduate from Our 
Lady of the Lake 
College in San An- 
tonio, Texas. She 
won a master of 
social work degree. 
The Catholic insti- 
tution was the first 
white college in 
San Antonio to ad- 
mit Negroes on the 
graduate level. 
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African Educator Gets U. S. Teaching Post 

Dr. Zacharias Keodirelang Mat- 
thews of South African College 
at Fort Hare was named visiting 
professor of world christianity 
at the Union Theological Semi- 
nary in New York City. He is the 
first African appointed to a 
teaching position in an Ameri- 
can theological seminary. Dr. 
Matthews, who is also president 
of the African National Congress 
in Cape Province, will occupy 
the professorship established by 4 
Henry R. Luce, publisher of Time, Dr. Z. K. Matthews 
Life and Fortune magazines. 


Court Hits Delaware School Jim Crow 

The Delaware Supreme Court in Wilmington unani- 
mously upheld a decision permitting seven Negro high 
school students and one elementary school child to attend 
white institutions in Claymont and Hockensin, Del. The 
court supported Chancellor Collins J. Seitz’ earlier ruling, 
based upon a decision that opportunities for Negro stu- 
dents in these areas are “constitutionally inferior” to 
those of whites. The court said, however, that its ruling 
could be appealed if the inequalities are removed. 


THE WEEK’S CENSUS @ 
Died: f 
Philip Garcia, 69, recognized as the father of Trinidad & 
calypso music; in Port of Spain. He was popular singer 
of calypso songs throughout British West Indies for 50 
years, used name of Lord Executor. ... Henry Stanley 
Ivory, 58, blind musician; in a bus crash near Waco, Texas, 
which took 27 other lives. 


Birthday : 
Frank Yerby, America’s best selling novelist (Foxes of 
Harrow and six others), 36 on Sept. 5. 
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~ DONT DIE 
WV BED 


On the rickety bandstand in the tiny, tin-roofed 
Natchez, Miss., dance hall, affable, diminutive Walter 
Barnes raised his baton to start his orchestra into The 
St. Louis Blues, his specialty. On this midsummer night 
in 1940 the dance hall was jammed with more than 500 
people. Outside, others fought futilely uo get in. Before 
Barnes’ baton came down, however, somebody suddenly 
yelled, “Fire!” 

In a second the hall was a bedlam of screaming, fight- 
ing, fear-crazed people scrambling for the only exit—the 
door they camein. The fire from a match tossed careless- 
ly into some waste paper, spread fast. 

Only a few got out. The rest—including Barnes and all 
but three of his band—came out later on stretchers, 
roasted like barbecue. The death toll was 207. 

Like Barnes and his sidemen, all musicians don’t die in 
bed. Among most singers and musicians lurks the fear 
that their lives will be unexpectedly snuffed out through 
tragedy—a fire, in an auto accident, by knives or bullets. 
Whenever one of the profession dies violently, a depress- 
ing gloom spreads among the others who suddenly won- 
der if they will be next. 


38 





= = 


Trevor Bacon, handsome sing- 

er-guitarist of Lucky Millin- 

der’s band, lost his life in auto 
crash in 1945. 


Perhaps one of the most famous trage- 
dies of this kind was that which killed 
famed blues empress Bessie Smith. Ele- 
vated to fame by her mournful Down- 
hearted Blues, Bessie lived a violent life, 
drinking excessively as she achieved a 
quick climb from the cheap juke joint 
circuits of the Deep South to national ac- 








Auto Accidents Take Heavy Toll 


claim in the mid-1920s. She 
met a horrible death in an 
automobile crash just be- 
low Clarksdale, Miss., on 
>the main road to Memphis. 
Circumstances of her death 
were never clearly estab- 
lished. The generally ac- 
cepted version: she sus- 
tained a severed right arm, 
was refused at a nearby 
hospital because she wasn’t 
white, died en route to an- 
other hospital which would 
Tragedy also overtook . rok. ; 
noted blues trombonist Big Big Sid Catlett, famed drum- 
Charlie Green, a member’ mer, died from heart attack 
of the Bessie Smith band 4% Chicago Opera House dur- 
that recorded with her on me Concers Tat gear. 
Empty Bed Blues. He froze to death one night as he sat 
on a Harlem doorstep. Freezing weather likewise claimed 
the legendary Blind Lemon Jefferson, blues-singing guitar 
player, whose records are today rare collector’s items. 
He died in a Chicago snowstorm in the early 1920s. 
Several other popular musicians and singers lost their 
lives in auto accidents. Most famous of them was the 
. late Leon (Chu) Berry, brilliant Cab Calloway band sax- 
ophonist. He was killed in 1941 en route to Buffalo, N. Y., 
about 25 miles from Youngstown, O. Saxophonist Andy 
Brown, driver of the car, went into a skid, the car ram- 
ming into a bridge abutment, throwing Berry into the air. 
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Bessie Smith, fabled “Empress Bertha (Chippie) Hill, popular 
of the Blues,” met end in auto blues shouter, was killed on a 
crash. Tennessee hospitals re- New York street when struck 
jused to give her first aid by an automobile. 


The side of his skull was crushed. He lived three days, | 
never regained consciousness. 

Trevor Bacon, handsome Lucky Millinder band guitarist 
and crooner, was well on his way to fortune when an 
automobile smashup snuffed out his life in April, 1945. 

Like her contemporary Bessie Smith, blues shouter | 
Bertha (Chippie) Hill lived a hard life before her big + 
break came. A small, rough woman with an acid tongue, 
she worked for years in small-time Chicago night clubs 
during which time she recorded with Louis Armstrong. 
In later years she went to New York where for a brief | 
spell her name soared high. But death cut her down early 
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Heart Attacks Kill Many Performers 


one morning in 1951 when she was hit by a car as she was 
going- home from her job in Greenwich Village. 
The automobile jinx struck at the famous Orioles quin- 
tet one night in November, 1950. The boys were driving f 
into Baltimore from nearby Washington. One by one 
_ they drifted to sleep as guitarist Tommy Gaither piloted 
their new Plymouth station wagon. Gaither began nod- 
ding. A moment later, the car sped into the side of a 
brick building, turned over several times. Gaither was 
killed instantly. Baritone singer George Nelson was bad- = 
ly injured. The leader, Sonny Til, and the others escaped. & 
Jazz pianist Jimmy Harris of the “Dr. Sausage and the 
Five Pork Chops” act was killed in 1938 when his car | 
crashed into a tree on the Harlem Speedway. 
Sudden heart attacks have also wreaked ee Ww. 
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Ann Robinson was on way to Chu Berry, famed saxophonist, Als 

fame as first of bebop singing was victim of automobile ac- sta 

stylists when she was strangled cident while en route to dance | 1 
in Harlem rooming house. engagement. 
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Walter Barnes. was one of Jimmy Harris, popular eastern 
leading bandleaders of 1930s entertainer, lost control of car 
but suffered horrible death on Harlem Speedway, was 

in dance hall fire. killed in crash that followed. 


among name musicians. Roly-poly Thomas (Fats) Wal- 
ler, composer, pianist and entertainer, checked out sud- 
denly while on a train in Kansas City en route to Los 
Angeles on December 15, 1943. Such attacks were re- 
sponsible, likewise, for the cutting short of the careers of 
drummers Big Sid Catlett and Harold West. The former, 
who drummed in the bands of McKinney’s Cotton Pickers, 
Don Redman and Louis Armstrong, was backstage at the 
Chicago Civic Opera House, the night of March 25, 1951, 
listening to disc jockey Al Benson’s jazz concert when he 
was stricken. West, who played with many top bands in 
the East, dropped dead of a heart ailment last year. 

One of the most talk-about tragedies in ragtime and 
jazz’s early days was that of Lieut. James Reese Europe, 
one of the great march composers and band leaders. 
Alabama-born Europe wrote The Castle Walk for movie 
star Irene Castle and her husband Vernon. 

Upon his return from France after World War I, 
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Some Die In Dance Hall Violence 


he scheduled a band concert tour. An illiterate drum- 
mer in his orchestra, whom he had upbraided for bad 
conduct during his Boston Opera House concert, stabbed 
him to death in his dressing room the night of May 19, 
1919. 

Famed boogie-woogie pianist Clarence (Pinetop) Smith, 
one of the original exponents of this style of music, in 
1928 had his paycheck from his first and only recording 
date at which he had waxed 
his immortal Pinetop’s 
Boogie-Woogie. To cele- 
brate, he went to a Chicago 
West Side dance hall. A 
fight between an unidenti- 
fied couple resulted in the 
woman shooting at her 
man. The bullet missed, 
crashed into the brain of 
the itinerant Pittsburgh 
pianist just when he stood 
on the threshold of uni- 
versal fame. 

Early boogie-woogie styl- 
ist Hersal Thomas was re- 






James Reese Europe was vic- 


tim of illiterate drummer who 
stabbed him to death in dress- 
ing room fight. 


putedly pushed out of a 
window to his death at a 
Chicago house rent party 





during the middle 1920s. His composition, The Fives, was 
the first recorded boogie-woogie tune. 

Other musicians who did not die in bed include: Al 
Killian, onetime star trumpeter with Duke Ellington’s 
band, who in 1951 was shot to death in Los Angeles in a 
roominghouse quarrel over money, and Chano Pozo, sen- 
sational Puerto Rican bongo drummer with Dizzy Gilles- 
pie’s orchestra, who was shot to death two years ago in 
New York in a Lenox Avenue night club. 
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<> MODERN LIVING 


EXQUISITE FRENCH PERFUMES. One of the most sought after 
lines of French perfume in the world is now available to 
Americans. It is Marcel Rochas’ distinctive assortment of 
Parisian “bouquets,” each of which has wide appeal. 
“Femme,” is the heaviest of the perfumes, and “Mousse- 
line,” a blend of jasmine, lavender and mimosa, the light- 
est. A more sensual fragrance is “Mouche,” suggestive of 
mosses, leaves, roots and grasses. An exquisite fragrance 
called “La Rosa” is described as “all rose.” A perfume 
for men, called “Moustache,” has a scent of the outdoors 
—clean, crisp, windswept. These perfumes come in special 
gift packages designed by Rochas. Each package contains 
three one-quarter ounce bottles. Price: $22.50. 


CARRY-ALL HAT BOX. The perfect 
bag for weekend visits, a trip 
to the beach or picnic grounds, 
is the “Carry-All,” a version of 
the model’s hat box, which 
can be used at home as well as 
for storing away hats in the 
closet. Manufactured by The 
Henry Hanger Company, the 
“Carry-All” is made of opaque 
plastic in colors of fireman’s 
red, hunter green and black. 
It is spacious enough to hold 
all of the last-minute items so 
necessary on a trip. Women 
who prefer to use the box only 
as a closet accessory will be 
able to purchase it in shades 
of amber, ruby, emerald and 
clear plastic to match the 
color schemes of their rooms. 
Price: $5.95. 





























“SNORKEL” PEN. A new fountain 
pen, called the “Snorkel” is 
being marketed as the an- 
swer to fountain pen owners’ 
prayers for a pen that can be 
filled without need of a blotter, 
pen wiper or paper tissue to 
clean the nib. Introduced by 
the W. A. Sheaffer Pen Com- 
pany, it is filled without dip- 
ping the pen point in the writ- 
ing fluid, has a small tube that 
extends from under the nib 
to draw in ink. Available in 
nine models, prices range from 


















$12.50 to $120. 


Towel rack. 





Tube to fill pen. 


PLASTIC TOWEL HOLDER. A plastic towel 
holder called the Malibu is now being 
marketed by the Donaco Plastics Cor- 
poration for use in beach houses and 
seashore cottages. Easy to hang, it is 
made of a lightweight, yet durable 
plastic in a variety of colors to match 
bathroom decorating schemes. $2. 


NEW FUR-LABELING LAW. A new fur-label- 
ing law now in effect abolishes the 
shrewd manufacturer’s policy of glam- 
orizing the names of the animals 
whose furs are used in his coats. From 
now on a weasel coat will be labeled 
“weasel,” rather than ermine, for er- 
mine is really only a fine grade of 
weasel imported from Russia or Cana- 
da. Mink-dyed muskrats also have 
become a thing of the past. In the 
future, they will be labeled just plain 
“muskrat.” 








mn 


any 


esvrornsesresa aysa 


be 


say? 


Oe 


pte ROS, 


ke VW VW 







































SILVER BEEHIVE FOR JAMS. A silverplated “Beehive,” just im- 
ported from England, may be used for serving honey, jam, 
jelly, mayonnaise, 
dressings, relish and 
mustard. The “Bee- 
hive” is 5 x 4%4 inches 
‘ wide, has a deep re- 
movable glass con- 
< tainer with a silver- 
ie plated spoon. Exclu- 
sive with Lord George, 
‘ Ltd., of New York, the 
| beehive rests on three 
| ball feet, has a pic- 
' ture of a bee on the 

4 | cover. Price: $9.50. 





Jam beehive. 








ng PRINTED WINDOW SHADES. One of 
r- the easiest and most inexpen- 
ad sive ways to make windows 
is attractive is to use printed 
le shades as a foundation for 
ch window decoration. Columbia 

Mills, Inc., has just released 

the shades in such irteresting 
a]- motifs as “Wildflower,” “Moth- 
he er Goose,” and “Fruit Leaf.” j 
n- The “Fruit Leaf” shade (see ‘ 
als photo) will spruce up the 
ym kitchen or breakfast nook. 
ed This small, regular design, 
y= featuring fruit in colored 
of blockings of red and green, or 
~~ red, blue and green on a white 
ve background, will go beautiful- 
he ly with many types of furni- 
in ture. Size 6’ x 36” shade is 

{ Pictures on shades. priced about $2. 
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CHICAGO. The Grand m 
Ballroom of the Hotel el 
Sherman brimmed | co 
over with 2,000 guests, pe 
attending the 27th hi 
‘ annual dance given by 
by the Chicago di- Hi: 
vision of the Brother- pr 
hood of Sleeping Car j wl 
Porters. Most out- Pl 
standing visitor was fri 
A. Philip Randolph, ‘ ho 
international presi- Fo 
dent. .. . Mrs. Mau- we 
delle Bousefield, Mrs hil 
Jeffrey Ish, Mrs. ar 

James Allison and 
Mrs. N. K. McGill at- | DEI 
tended the delightful we 
brunch which Mrs. of 
Alva Bates gave at | = ing 
her home in honor of Mrs. Omega Scott Mason Su 
her visiting sister, Fannie Williams of Mobile. ... Chi- Wi 
cago’s Mrs. Irene McCoy Gaines was installed as president the 
of the National Association of Colored Women, Inc. Mrs. an 
Omega Scott Mason, of New Jersey, past president of the thi 
Women’s Auxiliary to the National Medical Association, ho: 
was made a member of the NACW board. Pittsburgh’s me 
Mrs. Robert Vann was a guest of honor. wil 
of | 


MEMPHIS. Guys and dolls and just plain Janes will romp on , ha 
the deck of the Avalon excursion boat when the Epsilon an 
Psi chapter of the Omega Psi Phi fraternity sponsors its for 


third annual ride down the Mississippi River Oct. 6. as 
Twelve hundred persons are expected to attend and dance i vie 
to the music of the Rhythm Masters. Mr 
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CLEVELAND. Nearly a thousand persons attended the outing 
which prominent Dr. J. Alexander gave at his Chagrin 
Falls farm. In the holiday-mood throng were Pittsburgh 
members of Chi Delta Mu and their families, the Nov- 
elette Bridge Club, the Reflectors and the Alpha Inter- 
collegiate Club, as well as scores of his patients and 
personal friends. .. . The Fadite Club’s garden party was 
highlighted by two costumed Hawaiian scenes directed 
by Mrs. James J. Butler, who lived and worked with 
Hawaiians for some time. .. . A bon voyage party sur- 
prised Alvernice Davis Blandon, young school teacher 
who planed to Germany to join her soldier husband. i 
Planned by the Mignonnes Club, the party included ; 
friends and relatives of the honoree. A newly-decorated 
‘ home awaits her in Munich. Annual flower show of the 
| Forest City Garden Club, at the home of Mrs. Ida Roberts, 
went to Robert I. Drake and William Marcus, who ex- 
hibited a galaxy of perfect blooms and impressive flor] 
arrangements. 





DETROIT. The Labor Day 
weekend found scores 
of socialites Cadillac- 
ing their way to the 
Surf Club in nearby 


wi Windsor, Ontario, to 
nt the Double-J Ranch, 
rs. and to Idlewild for 
he the last long, glorious 
< holiday of the sum- 


mer. Big news at Idle- 
wild was the selection 
of glamorous, auburn- 
on , haired Betty Norman, 
on an 18-year-old Cali- 
its fornia music student, Betty Norman 

6. as “Miss Idlewild of 1952,” a title for which 100 beauties 
ce vied. Betty is the daughter of Detroit’s popular Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack Norman. 
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«yj. The surprise marital split-up of ex-King Cole guitarist 
“** Oscar Moore and his pretty wife, Mamie, in Los An- 
geles. 


sl The first Negro “social invasion” of Los Angeles’ swank 
*“ Hotel Statler by guests attending the dinner party 
given by Ethel Sissle, ex-wife of Atty. Walter Gordon 


ay. The return to the Michigan Chronicle staff of col- 

“*umnist Bill Lane after being fired from the Detroit 
Tribune by owner Andre F. Frehauf, millionaire trailer 
manufacturer. 


«!- How Rita Hayworth’s cook got into the spotlight when 

“** Prince Aly Khan came a-visiting seeking to make up 
with her boss. When the news cameramen came to 
photograph the famed pair, the cook grabbed her 
Brownie and got into the act. 


aj» The way the chicks of both races actually swoon over 

“**smooth, sophisticated Dr. Ira DeA. Reid, Haverford 
(Pa.) College professor, when they visit the school just 
outside Philadelphia. 


.t. Lhe sudden disappearance from his usual newspaper 
“*haunts of Chicago’s promotional expert. Ernest J. 
Rather. 


.t. That Northwest D. C. medico who had so many women 

“friends who insisted on his taking them to see Porgy 
and Bess that he had to stay home himself along with 
his wife while a total of 12 chicks used up tickets he 
bought them. 


«ay. The deep red carpet the Cleveland Bob Hemingways 
“** roll out for their fabulous parties as in the case of the 
one given for their house guests, the Frank Williamese 
of Tyler, Tex., whose chauffeured Cadillac is equipped 
with a complete air-conditioning unit. 
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:1;The budding romance between New York’s crack fight 
referee Jimmy Freeman and pretty Mary Louise Ran- 
dolph, the ex-Cab Calloway chirper. 


«j. That noted girl athlete who was told by doctors at a 

“**famous New York hospital that a previous operation 
to restore her womanly charms had failed and that 
she must go under the knife again. 


«j.That well-stacked North Philly post-deb who has been 
“trying for a long time to land the highly-eligible John 
King, the Morgan State College faculty Ph.D. 


«j.Those prominent Chicago matrons—Martha Hedge- 

“path and Anna Mae Jefferson, who skipped quietly out 
of New York to finish their vacation in Puerto Rico 
and in Jamaica! 


s-That Detroit Baptist preacher (his church is now 

“™ closed) who is awaiting a circuit court decision in- 
volving his under-the-rug hiding of cancelled checks 
which had been given to “lady friend” members of his 
church. 


Big John Greer, whose RCA-Victor hit record Strong 
Red Whiskey provided the loot for his brand new “Fire 
Engine Caddie” in which he and his valet are making 
the rounds with chirper Joan Shaw in Deep Dixie. 


>The Detroit Boston Blvd. episode in which the play- 
boy M. D. wasn’t around to take his wife to a very 
swank party. She went alone after leaving him a 
note to join her. When he failed again to show, she 
and the crowd went to a doctor’s house for more 
booze and grub, but “hubby” fell in at 8 a.m., whaled 
his old lady and menaced the other medic with a 
“chiv.” —DAN BURLEY 











BOOK THE OLD MAN 
OF THE AND THE SEA 
WEEK By Ernest Hemingway 


© In many ways Ernest Hemingway’s new short 140- 
page story, The Old Man And The Sea (Scribner’s $3), is 
symbolic of the literary career of the man who was once 
unquestionably America’s greatest novelist. It is the story 
of a fisherman in his last years who relives in his memory 

: his most fabulous catches of “big ones” 
while trolling in the Gulf Stream with 
days of no bites. Finally the old man 
hooks a tremendous fish and a dra- 
matic battle is on between the two. 


@ For more than a decade now, Hem- 
ingway, too, has been trying to land 
a literary “big one.” But not since his 
For Whom The Bell Tolls has he been 
able to demonstrate the remarkable 
i , writing talent that once made him 
Ernest Hemingway truly great. Like the fisherman of his 
new novel, Hemingway in his Old Man And The Sea is 
able to get his hook in a “big one” but like his protagonist, 
too, he is not quite able to land his catch. 


@ The Old Man And The Sea is better than most of 
Hemingway’s trite stories of recent years but it is far 
from the classic qualities of To Have And To Have Not 
or A Farewell To Arms. As a story teller Hemingway is 
still the old master but, unfortunately he seems to have 
run out of stories. His Old Man does not have the punch 
or personality of his characters of yesteryear. Its story 
basically is trite, flimsy stuff despite its pretense to 
allegoric qualities. 





@ But despite these lacks, Hemingway’s newest, even with 
its pulled punches, makes better reading than most lit- 
erary fare on the bookshelves of late. 
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Paige Plans To Quit Pitching 

Satchel Paige, the St. Louis 
Browns ancient relief pitcher, said 
he probably will end his career 
after this season. Hastening to as- 
sure listeners his arm is as good as 
ever, Satch said: “It’s my diet. I’ve 
been having more and more trouble 
with stomach ailments this year 
and when your club keeps losing all 
the time, well, you lose a lot of en- 
thusiasm.” Satchel Paige 


Dodgers May Call Pendleton 

After he batted 6 for 7 in a doubleheader, it was pre- 
dicted that Jim Pendleton, Montreal Royals shortstop, 
would be the next Negro called up by the Brooklyn Dodg- 
ers. Another bet: he will be sold to the Pittsburgh Pirates. 
Twenty-six vears old, Pendleton played several seasons 
with the Dodgers’ St. Paul farm before moving over to 
Montreal. 



















Dixie Clubs Plan Revolt, Negro Player Released 

The Rock Hill, S. C., baseball club of the Tri-State 
League released its first Negro player, outfielder 
David Mobley, after several clubs threatened to quit 
the circuit because he was signed. League president 
Bobby Hipps previously had advised Rock Hill 
against signing Mobley, but the club’s directors dis- 
regarded his advice and put Mobley into a game 
against Knoxville. He singled once in two at bats. 
“Actually, the Rock Hill club was within its right to 
use him,” Hipps said, “but it probably would tend 
to break up the league if they exercised that right.” 
In a second meeting, the directors agreed to go 
along with Hipps’ point of view. 

















Name Three Negroes To AA All-Star Squad 

Three Negro players made the 1952 American Associa- 
tion All-Star squad. They were: Dave Pope, Indianapolis 
Indians outfielder; Bob Wilson, St. Paul Saints third 
baseman; and Vic Power, Kansas City Blues jack-of-all- 
trades, selected by voting baseball writers as the utility 
infielder. 


NBA Says Akins Entitled To Title Fight 

Virgil Akins, third ranking lightweight, is entitled to 
a crack at the title, the National Boxing Association ruled 
following a complaint from Akins’ manager. “Some light- 
weights way up in the ratings refuse to box Virgil,” Lou 
Wallach, Akins’ manager, said, “but still get the chance to 
box for the title.” Lauro Salas is champion. 


Nicks Takes Prairie View Coaching Job 

W. J. (Billy) Nicks, Prairie View A. and M. College’s ath- 
letic department chairman, stepped back into his former 
role of football coach to fill the vacancy created by Jimmy 
Stevens’ resignation. 


Fort Worth Holds Night For Dave Hoskins 
At Fort Worth, baseball fans held 
a night for Dallas Eagles pitcher 
Dave Hoskins, “the savior of the 
Texas League.” He was showered 
with gifts. He gained the “title” of 
“savior” after league statistics re- 
vealed that 164,301 fans had turned 
out to see 30 games in which he had 
appeared (winning 20 and losing 
10). It was estimated that he add- 
ed 92,850 fans to average-attend- 
ance figures. In revealing that Hos- 
kins, the lowest-paid Eagle, is slated 
for promotion in the Cleveland In- 
dians system in 1953, Dallas owner Dave Hoskins 
Richard W. (Dick) Burnett said: “He’s in a position now 
to make some money. I only wish I could keep him.” 
Meanwhile, Dallas also planned a “night” for the pitcher 
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INSIDE SPORTS 


By A. S. “‘Doc’”’ Young 


Considering the abundance of young, beautiful, 
shapely ladies one sees parading the beaches. from 
Atlantic City to Malibu, there is great wonder at the 
fact that no Negro has challenged the records of an 
Eleanor Holm or an Esther Williams. In tennis, 
there was Ora Washington, whose comparison to 
Helen Wills Moody was as close as one could make 
in the light of Mrs. Moody’s reluctance to settle any- 
thing on a court. In ice-skating, there is Mabel 
Fairbanks, and who can prove that she isn’t in Sonja 
Henie’s class? In track, basketball, golf, baseball, 
even, and—oh, yes, in wrestling—there are Negro 
ladies of superb achievements. But, in swimming, a 
gentle sport, nobody. 

Why? Can it be that our ladies are lovely little 
four-flushers who fake the role of swimmers for 
the purpose of displaying cheesecake as bait for 
guys with swivel eyes and fat reams of green- 
backs? 

Not necessarily, says Herman (Buck) Neilson, 
physical education chairman at Hampton Institute, 
where swimming is given more than fleeting atten- 
tion. “The answer simply seems to be... . ‘on the 
scene so late, with such a little.’ First-class swim- 
mers must receive basic training in sound funda- 
mentals during the skill-developing years of pre- 
puberty. My suggestion would be: select a young- 
ster of about 10 years of age, expose her to the best 
of coaching facilities and nutrition available and 
you will probably sponsor a champion.” 

What Neilson says goes for both men and women, 
of course. But, right now the concern is for women 
only, for a man believes a tan aqua show would 
knock ’em dead. 























Irvin Shows Old Power At Bat 
Monte Irvin, New York Giants outfielder, proved that 
the old power was still in his swing, driving his first homer 
since recovery from a broken ankle off Howie Pollet, Pitts- 
burgh hurler. But, Irvin was not yet ready for full-time 
duty. “My leg gets just a wee bit tired,” he said, “and I 
can’t pivot as I used to.” He said he will wear football- 
type shoes through 1953 spring training to protect the 
ankle. 
Negroes In Japanese League To Return Home 
Infielder John Britton and pitcher Jim Newberry, first 
American Negro players in Japanese professional ball, 
are slated to return home. Britton, playing third for the 
Hankyu Braves of the Pacific League, was hitting .320 
while Newberry had won 10 and lost seven games for 
the same club. Both are St. Louis Browns property. 








Wl Heavyweight Disc Jockey: While in Washington, D. C., 
former heavyweight champion Joe Louis became a dise 
jockey for the first time, guesting on Hal Jackson’s sta- 
tion WUST show. Watching is golf pro Leonard Reed. Ac- 
cording to Jackson, “Joe spins records like a veteran.” 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Heywood Sets Night Club Record, Hollywood Bound 

Eddie Heywood, noted jazz pianist, 
closed his engagement at the Em- 
bers on New York’s East Side after 
being held over for 28 weeks, the 
longest holdover in the club’s his- 
tory. Heywood left immediately for 
Hollywood to talk to MGM officials 
about his return to the screen after 
a five-year absence caused by pa- 
ralysis of the hands. Next month 
he will fly to Stockholm for a one- 
night engagement on which he will 
play for four hours. It will be worth a Ae 
it for Heywood will earn $3,000. Eddie Heywood 

































W) Stars In New Film: Brown baby Angelo Maggio, blonde- | 
haired child of an Italian girl and an American Negro 
GI, soon will be seen in his second Italian film, Angelo 
In The Crowd, the story of a lost boy who changes the 
lives of everybody he meets. Starring with him in the 

picture are Umberto Spadaro and Isa Pola. ’ 
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Exotic Dancer Wins Texas Nightery Fans 

The mania 
which night club 
habitues display 
for interpreters 
of the exotic 
dance has lured 
many a gifted 
girl to the foot- 
lights, but night- 
clubbers in 
Houston, Texas, 
insist that sens- 
uous, voluptuous 
Darlene Dupre 
O. Day is the 
hottest perform- Pic — = 
er in the busi- Darlene Dupre O. Day 
ness. Darlene has exhibited her sexy gyrations pro- 
fessionally for eight years, but the recent addition of 
bold and suggestive routines has earned her a fervent 
following all over the South. Born in Montreal of French- 
Canadian parents, the former Creighton University Coed 
came to the United States as a child, has since lived in 
Miami and New Orleans. Darlene performs her provoca- 
tive act as near in the nude as the law permits, and ex- 
plains: “I use my imagination so the audience doesn’t 
have to use theirs.” 


Bias Causes Miami To Lose Show Artists’ Meet 

Because of racial segregation in Miami, the Oct. 6 meet- 
ing of the national executive board of the AFL American 
Guild of Variety Artists (singers, vaudeville acts and 
dancers) will be transferred from the Florida city to New 
York City. The shift was based on a referendum pre- 
sented by AGVA head Jack Irving to the members of the 
board. “We have some Negro delegates,” he said, “who 
would be subjected to discrimination in Florida. We don’t 
know if they’ll attend the meeting, but if they do, we 
want them admitted and treated as equals.” 
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A Boston society will be 
shocked to learn that one 
of their best known politi- 
cal figures and bachelors is 
secretly wed to an 18-year- 
old white girl in that town. 
Her dad is filthy rich. 


A When Fred Waring re- 
turns to his Sunday night 
TV show, he willinstall New 
Orleans baritone Frank Da- 
vis as a permanent fixture 
on the program. 


A Swing harpist Olivette 
Miller is telling the world 
that her newest love is Al 
Gibson of the Three Choc- 
olateers. 


A In a vote of New York 
telephone operators, Sylvia 
DeCruz was picked as the 
employee with the “sexiest” 
voice. Movie scouts should 
grab this lassie. 


A Wealthy Buffalo matron 
Ann Montgomery is taking 
a three months tour of Eu- 
rope to collect antiques and 
art objects to decorate her 
swank $50,000 home. 











A A tan Olympic track 
star received a love letter, 
smuggled out of Czecho- 
slovakia, from one of the 
Russian females who com- 
peted in the games. Though 
he never met her, her note 
says, she fell in love with 
him and is desperately 
making plans to escape 
from behind the Iron Cur- 
tain to come to America. 


A Movie star Dana An- 
drews is a frequent visitor 
at Jock’s Place cafe. He 
offered Rusty Faulkes, host 
there, a nice weekly salary 
to return to Hollywood with 
him as a private secretary. 


A Broadway’s South Pacific 
might soon be minus Juan- 
ita Hall. The jolly singer 
has been offered lead roles 
in three new plays. 


A Biggest feud in show 
business is between singer 
Dinah Washington and 
James Ricks of the Ravens. 
Started over a quarter tonk 
game. 
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oa A 
Rev. Clarence Cobbs 


A Clerks in a swank Fifth 
Avenue tie shop were star- 
tled when Chicago’s Rev. 
Clarence Cobbs paid for a 
$20 item with a $1,000 bill. 
Their eyes popped further 
when he gave the doorman 
$5 to take it to his chauf- 
feured Cadillac. 


A Slim Gaillard is about 
to become internationally 
famous. His vout-rooney 
expression will make the 
next edition of a bigtime 
dictionary. 


A The package from the 
White House delivered to 
Voice of America script 
writer Ernie Johnson con- 
tained an autographed 
copy of the book, Mr. Pres- 
ident, from Harry Truman. 
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Janet Sayres 
A Richard Caldwell, assis- 
tant manager of a Harlem 
bank, is having sleepless 
nights since shapely Janet 
Sayres came into his life. 


A As soon as bigshot Elk 
Chops Lawrence, attending 
the Atlantic City conven- 
tion, heard of the earth- 
quake in his hometown of 
Bakersfield, Calif., he 
planed home. He owns half 
of the Negro businesses 
there. Two of his buildings 
were wrecked. 


A Johnny “Banjo” Hud- 
gins, who originated the 
pantomime style of com- 
ics, is producing his own 
TV show in Canada, where 
he intends living perma- 
nently. 
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Mrs. Canada Lee 


A Canada Lee’s widow is 
trying to interest writer 
Ted Poston in turning out 
a biography of the late 
movie and Broadway ac- 
tor’s life. 


A There’s a big woomance 
brewing in Sugar Ray’s bar- 
ber shop between manicur- 
ist Shirley Dawson and 
handsome Lord Randell, 
chosen last year as the 
“best looking scissor artist” 
in town. 


A Fashion show winner Al 
Vigal has deserted New 


York for Los Angeles, where 
he is man Friday to actor 
Joseph Cotton. Vigal’s fab- 
ulous costumes used to cop 
first prizes at all the fancy 
dress balls. 





June Eckstine . 





A Billy Eckstine is not the 
only one that is musical- 
minded in his family. His 
exotic wife, June, is launch- 
ing her career as a song- 
writer and Mr. B. will wax 
her first tune at his next 
MGM session. 


A Most-sought-after widow 
in Los Angeles is wealthy 
Icy Hayes. Her $100,000 
garden-type project is a 
celebs showplace. Ex-champ 
Joe Louis keeps an apart- 
ment there. 


A The Rev. Alvin Childs 
are expecting. His tent re- 
vival meetings, in back of 
the Apollo Theater, have 
extra cops on hand nightly 
to handle the crowds. 
—MAJoR ROBINSON 
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Hollywood evinced little interest in Theresa Harris’ good looks, 
shapely figure, preferring to cast her in maid roles. 
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For 20 years, actress Theresa Harris has been trying to 
win success in Hollywood. Having averaged a movie a 
year, she would seem a success in the eyes of most bit 
players around the movie capitol. But in her own esti- 
mation, her goal is unattained, for Hollywood has stereo- 
typed her as a maid in almost all her movie roles. 
Always a woman of large ambitions, contrasting to her 
diminutive figure (5-feet-2, 110 pounds), Miss Harris 
studied music as a kid in Houston and later in Los An- 
geles, aiming for a career on the concert stage. Then, the 
acting bug bit her and she switched ambitions, this time 
setting as her goal movie dramatic roles. Her fate, how- 


HOLLYWOOD « * = 


In neat, black and white uniform, Miss Harris helps Virginia 
Grey dress in an expensive fur in Notorious Gentleman. 
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She Was Rochester’s ‘Girl Friend’ 


ever, has been similar to that of most Negro girls working 
in films—one maid role after the other. 

She received her first big break as Eddie (Rochester) 
Anderson’s girl friend, Josephine, in two comedy films 
starring Jack Benny, Love Thy Neighbor and Jack Benny 
Rides Again. Through the years, performing duties 
ranging from those of a cook-clean-up girl to sympa- 
thetic friend on occasions of family grief, she has worked 
with virtually all of Hollywood’s “big name” actresses. The 
list includes Barbara Stanwyck, Ruth Hussey, Greer Gar- 
son, Virginia Grey and Rosalind Russell. 

As a movie maid, Miss Harris has attempted to embel- 
lish her characterizations with innovations. For instance, 
she worked without a maid’s cap and used no dialect. 

She holds no movie contract at present. Her last notable 
film role was in 1950, when she played a companion-maid 
to Kathryn Grayson in MGM’s Grounds for Marriage. 


? 








A rare chance for an acting bit came to Theresa Harris when 
Negro couple was written into RKO’s Out of the Past. Husband 
is Caleb Peterson and the star is Robert Mitchum. 
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Compensation is con- 
siderable work in tele- 
vision and radio. 

In those two media, 
she has found some 
“new” roles. Working 
on the Beulah, Amos 
’n’ Andy, and Jack 
Benny radio shows 
and the Beulah tele- 
vision production, she 
has played many 
character types. On 
two of the Beulah ra- 
dio shows, she played No uniform was required for maid’s 


the part of a glamour role with Rosalind Russell in 
girl named “Anita.” The Velvet Touch. 


On the Amos ’n’ Andy 
radio half-hour, she has played the roles of a rhumba 
teacher and an irate wife. With Rochester, on a recent 
Jack Benny radio program, she had the part of a flirt. 
Yet, she has not been completely able to escape the 
maid stereotype. In a TV pilot film of a comedy series 
with Celeste Holm, which a Hollywood producing com- 
pany is trying to peddle to television stations, she is again 
plotted in the old familiar role of a maid. 


Miss Harris believes that she has been tied down to 
these roles simply because she “has not been properly 
exploited.” 

There might be some encouragement for Negro per- 
formers in the film capitol with the business suffering a 
slump due to television competition, Miss Harris believes. 
She believes that the fact that she was asked to test with 
Billy Eckstine for a role in MGM’s Skirts Ahoy is the first 
glimmer of a new trend. 

In spite of Hollywood’s rebuffs to her ambitions, Miss 


Harris is not one to give up. “All I can do,” 
she says, “is keep on plugging and hoping.” Ww Ww w 
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“Man Behind 


The Gun 

The political in- 
trigue, mixed with 
romance and sin, 
which character- 
ized Los Angeles 
during its lusty, 
brawling infancy 
kefore the Civil 
War provides a 
fast-stepping plot 
for Warner Broth- 
ers’ newest western, 
The Man Behind 
The Gun. Starring 
Randolph Scott as 
a disguised Army officer, The Man (Scott) is charged with 
putting down a rebel organization which plans to make 
Southern California into a separate state. It is Scott’s 
most versatile role in many pictures. Something new is 
the casting of Patrice Wymore, whose habitat is musical 
films, as a gun-toting outdoor gal who engages in a blood- 
curdling knife fight with a rival, Lina Romay. The picture 
is punctuated with the usual generous scattering of gun 
fights, but has a meatier plot than is found in the average 
western. The story, however, is not to be regarded as 
history, for it contains more fiction than fact. _ ai 


Week’s Radio-TV Preview 

Gil Turner vs. Bobby Dykes in a 10-round welterweight 
bout (Friday, Sept. 5, at 10 p.m. EDT) on NBC radio and 
television. 

Joe Louis and Rocky Marciano in film of 1951 boxing bout 
on Greatest Fights of the Century (Friday, Sept. 5 at 
10:45 p.m. EDT) on NBC television. 
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Patrice Wymore and Randolph Scott 
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good-bye to lonelines® 


ay 
gay hello to lovelines® 
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BLEACHING 
CREAM 


GUARANTEES RESULTS FROM JUST ONE JAR! 








See for yourself how NADINOLA For oily skin 

Cream gives your skin that New Nadinola De- 
creamier, brighter, clearer ap- luxe Bleaching 
pearance that makes men look Cream contains no 
at you with new interest and oil, no gyente. Light- 
women say, “‘how lucky she is to Shine 75¢ and $1.25. 
have such lovely skin!”’ eae ; i 


For dry skin 


The original famous 
Nadinola Bleaching 
\ Cream, enriched 

swith fine cosmetic 





Use NapINoLa to lighten your 
complexion, toloosen blackheads, 
to make your skin feel softer and 
smoother, look clearer and lovelier. 
There are 2 kinds of NapINOLA— 
both fully guaranteed. 



















oils to relieve dry- 
ness. 60¢ and $1. 


















MUSICIANS DON'T 
DIE IN BED 


Like many musical 
greats, blues singer Bes- 


bed but Pk ge 


working. She died in an 
- auto accident, bleeding 
to death in’a Kentucky 
street. Death by violence 
has emded the careers of 
many other entertainers 
(See “Entertainment”). 
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